
Definitions to 
remember 

Independent clause - a clause that can 
stand alone, and expresses a complete 
thought. 

Dependent or (subordinate) clause- can 
not stand alone, and needs more 
information. Usually includes a 
subordinating conjunction. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xC9qDmcrbwE


Is the underlined  portion  dependent  or independent 

1. If the sky is dark and cloudy, you should bring  an umbrella. 

2. Unless you call first, I will leave for the beach at noon. 

3. I like this beach because it is almost never crowded. 

4. Since the tide is in, the water  is high.

5.  We will eat, when Terry and Yolanda finally get here. 



1. Although it was raining almost the entire afternoon, we stayed at 

the beach. 

2. Before the rain started,  we played a game of volleyball. 

3. Sometimes we surf, while we are at the beach with our friends. 

4. I watched television, after I got home from the beach. 

5. Someone knocked on the door, as soon as I got home. 



Types of sentences

Discussion Question: 
Why is it important as a writer to change up the 

types of sentences?





Simple sentences

A simple sentence is made up of one 
complete subject and one complete 
predicate. 

Examples 

This book is great! 

I have two dogs and a turtle. 

My favorite foods are chicken, 
pizza, and mac and cheese. 



Simple 
sentencesA simple sentence is made up of 

one complete subject and one 
complete predicate. 

Create a simple  sentence using 
this picture: 
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Simple sentences

A simple sentence is made up of one complete subject and one 
complete predicate. 

Find 4 simple sentences in your book. Make sure to cite them 
correctly. 



Compound Sentences 

A compound sentence is made 
up of two or more independent 

clauses joined by a coordinating 
conjunction (FANBOYS). A 
comma comes before the 

conjunction. 

For  And Nor But Or Yet 
So

Examples: 

This book is great, but I wish it 
wasn’t so short. 

 I have two dogs and a turtle, yet I 
still want more animals. 

That airplane has been missing for 
a long time now and nobody 
knows what happened to it



Compound 
SentencesA compound sentence is made 

up of two or more independent 
clauses joined by a coordinating 

conjunction (FANBOYS). A 
comma comes before the 

conjunction. 

Create a compound  sentence 
using this picture: 



Compound 
SentencesA compound sentence is made 

up of two or more independent 
clauses joined by a coordinating 

conjunction (FANBOYS). A 
comma comes before the 

conjunction. 

Create a compound  sentence 
using this picture: 



Compound 
SentencesA compound sentence is made 

up of two or more independent 
clauses joined by a coordinating 

conjunction (FANBOYS). A 
comma comes before the 

conjunction. 

Create a compound  sentence 
using this picture: 



Compound 
SentencesA compound sentence is made 

up of two or more independent 
clauses joined by a coordinating 

conjunction (FANBOYS). A 
comma comes before the 

conjunction. 

Create a compound  sentence 
using this picture: 



Compound sentences

Find 4 compound sentences in your book. Make sure to cite 
them correctly. 

A compound sentence is made up of two or more independent clauses 
joined by a coordinating conjunction (FANBOYS). A comma comes 

before the conjunction. 



Complex Sentences 

A complex sentence is 
made up of an independent 
clause and a dependent 
clause. When the 
dependent clause comes 
first use a comma. 

Examples:

Whenever there is a good book, I can’t 
stop reading.

I usually use a pick whenever I play the 
guitar.

          Although I like to go camping, I 
haven't had the time to go lately.
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Complex sentences

A complex sentence is made up of an independent clause and a 
dependent clause. When the dependent clause comes first, use 
a comma.  

Find 4 complex sentences in your book. Make sure to cite them 
correctly. 



Compound-Complex sentences



Compound Complex Sentences 

A compound- complex sentence is 
made up of at least two independent 
clauses and one or more dependent 
clauses. Use comma rules for both 
compound and complex sentences. 

Examples:

Whenever there is a good book, I can’t 
stop reading, but I have to continue 
grading. 

I usually use a pick whenever I play the 
guitar, or I just use my fingers. 

          Although I like to go camping, I 
haven't had the time to go lately, and I 
haven't found anyone to go with. 



Compound-Complex sentences 
Example : 

The bird was sitting on his perch and he was 
happily eating his food, but then he fell.

Now your turn: 



Compound-Complex sentences 
Example : 

The store carries lots of grocery types of 
items and it has other services because it is 
the only store in the small town.

Now your turn: 



Compound-Complex  
sentences 
Example : 

The car was stuck in the mud for a long time, 
much to my dismay, and the rain just kept 
falling.

Now your turn: 



Compound-Complex sentences

NOW IT’S YOUR TURN 

Find 2 from your novel , and cite correctly. 

Then create two compound-complex sentences on your own. 



http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/GRAMMAR/quiz2/
quizzes-to-fix/sentence_types_quiz.html
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